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EXPLAINS VETO MESSAGE
HE stern, Cavinlstlc Puri-
tanism of Scotland has doubt-
less to answer for 6ome idiosyn-
crasies of the people. While It
produced heroes and martyrs,
men of unwavering probity and
dauntless courage whose rigid

Believes in Readjustment Importance
of Graduated Scale of Ad Valorem

Duties on Cloths Be Carefully
Considered and Applied.

iK adherence to their convictions
K compels respect, it was also re- -

""aB-- ' sponsible for a certain narrow
ness of vision and for intoler-
ance in some directions. To
these less estimable character

Hogmanay was the chief night for the
of the guisers of gysards, or

although they did not confine themselveg
to that evening, their "season" continuing right
through the Daft Days. In places In which
guising still goes on the performances, how-

ever, are nearly always on the evening of Hog-

manay. The guisers are masquers, and their
drama bears some resemblance to the old
Twelfth Night mumming In England, and, like
it, Is believed to be a relic of the mystery
plays.

The versions found in different parts of the
country are not Identical, but they bear a cer-

tain family resemblance to each other. The
dressing was not by rule, but was entirely
dependent on the available "wardrobe."
Sometimes the boy performers donned shirts
which had belonged to their fathers, adorned
their heads with paper caps, and had brilliant
sashes round their waists in which were hung
swords of lath, or metal If they could be ob-

tained. The most simple form of guising was
that In which two boys sang while a third, who
was dressed as a girl, and known as Bessie,
engaged In a number of antics.

But a more ambitious form was that of the
Galashans, or Galatians, or Galoshens the
name varies. The Galashans wore hideous
masks, paper caps, and such odd garments as

One of the most common rhymes was the
following brief couplet. Sometimes It was
tacked on to one or other of those already
given:

"Oor feet's cauld, oor shoon's thin,
Gle's a piece an' let's rln."

Another version has It:
"Gie's oor cakes, and let's rln."

Still another old greeting is:
"Hogmanay,

N
Trolloday.

Gie's o' your white bread, an' nane o' your
gray."

There are many others; the children in some
places singing a long ditty.

A Hogmanay custom of a very curious kind
is peculiar to certain parts of the highlands.
Young and old In the district gather at the
house of some substantial farmer, and one of
the stoutest of the company drags the dried
hide of a cow round the house behind him,
three times. The rest follow, beating the hide
with sticks and singing the following extraor-
dinary rhyme:
"Hogmanay, yellow bag,
Beat the skin.
CaTlln In neuk, carlin In kirk,
Carlln ben at the fire,
Spit In her two eyes, spit in her stomach,

Hogmanay."
This is supposed to have something to do

with warding off fairy spells, the evil eye and
the effect of witchcraft generally. After com--

busier at midnight on Hogmanay than at mid-

day. A vast crowd still gathers every year at
the Tron Kirk In Edinburgh, waiting till
twelve o'clock strikes. A similar gathering is
found at the town bouse or principal church
in many other towns. In some places the bells
are rung. In Dundee the advent of the new
year Is announced by the boom of the time
gun. ,

Immediately the clock strikes twelve the
crowds melt as by magic Everybody rushes
off to be "first-foot- " to some of his friends.
Formerly the first-foote- carried a spiced
bowl of wassail, a mixture composed of hot
spiced ale, with a dash of whiBky in it, and
sometimes sugar and other ingredients. The
concoction was known in Scotland as the "hot
pint." In these days a bottle of whisky is
carried.

No "first-foot-" must enter a house "empty-handed.- "

Of course the whisky bottle pre-

vents any calamity happening on this score.
The personality of the "first-foot,- " however,
counts for much. It is of vital importance to
have a lucky "first-foot,- " and fortunately there
are many marks to distinguish the lucky from
the unlucky. There are still persons to be
found who would as soon admit his Satanic
majesty as their first visitor for the year as
an unlucky "first-foot.- " In some places the
''first-foot- " must be a bachelor, but this is not
a common restriction. Among those who are
to be reckoned lucky as a "first-foot- " are cler-
gymen, persons who spread out their feet, per-

sons who were born feet first, persons noted
for kindness, a sweetheart, etc. A horse is a
lucky "first-foot- " So Is a hen. Among those
who are unlucky In the role of "first-foot-" we1

find associated persons with flat feet, thieves,
persons who walk with their toes turned in,

deformed persons, persons whose eyebrows
meet, the hangman, the grave digger and (tell
it not among members of the Women's Social
and Political union, whisper it not in the ears
of members of the Women's League of Free-
dom) women generally. A pig is an unlucky
"first-foot,- " and so is a hare. Perhaps this
may be useful information to some readers.

On New Year's day, and still more frequent-
ly on Handsel Monday, there used to be popu-

lar shooting matches or Wapinschaws. But
difficulties with regard to the gun tax have
ruined these.

Handsel Monday, as I have already men-

tioned, is the first Monday after New Year's
day. It was so called because on this day
servants, children and friends were presented
with their handsel a generic term for gifts
In money or kind. In the towns Christmas
bcxes are supplanting handsel. Of course the
thing is the same the oniy difference being
in the name.

At Wemyss, on the Fifeshire shore of the
Firth of Forth, a curious New Year game,
known as Yettlins, has been played since time
Immemorial. It appears to be peculiar to the
locality. The play takes place over a portion
of the shore called the Skelleys. The name In- -

istics Scotland owed the doubt-
ful distinction which she enjoyed till within
the past few years of being the only Christian
country in the world in which the greatest of
the Christian festivals was ignored. Ignored
It was, absolutely. Christian observances and
Christmas festivities were anathema to the
true-blu- e Scot of a generation ago. Not, be it
noted, because he objected to mirth and Jo-

viality in themselves. Those who imagine that
the old life of Scotland from year's end to
year's end was dull, gray and colorless make
a profound mistake. Tho observance of Christ-
mas was Ignored because it offended the relig-
ious susceptibilities of the Scot.

Even yet of Christmas
must, In truth, be reckoned among the pecul-
iarities of Scotland. A better, kinder and more
tolerant spirit exists, but the old feeling Is not
quite dead. Moreover national customs and
the usages of centuries arc not to.be changed
quickly. Christmas observance In Scotland is,
at the best, only in its Infancy.

It Is when Christmas festivities have come
lo an end, and roast turkey, goose, plum pud-

ding and mince pies are but memories (more
or less pleasant), that Scotland enters upon
her great annual saturnalia. From time Im-

memorial boisterous, and in many cases bac-
chanalian revelry has been associated with the
close of the old and the opening of the new
year. Formerly the period was distinguished
by the significant title of "The Daft Days." The
name was given more particularly to the sea-
son between Hogmanay (the last day of the
year) and Handsel Monday (the first Monday
after New Year's day), but, like the generos-
ity which characterized it, the time was not
strictly limited.

The name indicates very expressively the
mirth, fun and uproarious joviality of the pe-

riod and the irresponsibility of the revelers.
While the Daft Days have now been shorn of
some of their glory, much of the spirit re-

mains. And although It Is still, as it has been
in the past, associated with foolish errors of
judgment, it is, on the whole, a spirit to be
cherished. For it Is a genial spirit, a spirit of
good will, of generosity and of hospitality It
Is the Spirit of Christmas a trifle belated.

The New Year in Scotland sees the union
of sundered households. Now is the time when

the chief competing country by uamount utinutvlui less than the prwent
duty. The report shows that the duties-o-

noils, wool wastes, and shoddy, which
arc adjusted to the rale of S3 cents oo
scoured wool Is prohibitory. In general,
ibey are assessed at rates as high as.
or Higher than the duties paid on th
ctean content of wools actually imported.
They should be reduced and so adjusted
to the rate on wool as to bear their
proper proportion to the real rate levied
on the actual wool imports.

The duties on many classes of wool
manufacture are prohibitory and greatly
in excess of the difference in cost of pro-
duction here and abroad. This is true of
tops for yams (with the exception of
worsted yarns of a very high grade . and
of low and medium grade cloth of heavy
weight.

On tops up to 5'1 cents a pound in value,
and on yarns of 65 cents in value, the
rate is loo per cent with correspondingly
higher rates for lower values, on cheap
and medium grade cloths, the existing
rale frequently run to 150 per cent and
on some cheap goods to over M per
cent. This is largely due to that part of
the dutv which is levied ostensibly to
compensate the manufacturer fur the en-

hanced cost of his raw material due to
the duty on wool. As a matter of fact,
this compensatory duty, for numerous
classes of goods, is much in excess of the
amount needed for strict compensation.

On the other hand, the finding show
that the duties which run to such high
ad valorem equivalents are prohibitory,
since the goods are not Imported, but
that the prices of dom&tic fabrics are
not raised lo the full amount of duty.
On a set of 1 yard samples of 16 English
fabrics, which are completely excluded
by the present tariff rates, it was found
that the total foreign value was $41. M;
the duties which would have been as-
sessed had these fabrics been imported,
$76.90; the foreign value plus the amount
of the duty. $llfc.74; or a nominal duty
of 183 per cent. In fact, however, prac-
tically identical fabrics of domestic make
sold at the same time at $69.75. showing
an enhanced price over the foreign mar-
ket value of out 67 per cent.

Although these duties do not increase
prices of domestic goods by anything
like their full amount, it is none the less
true that such 'prohibitive duties elimi-
nate the possibility of foreign comitl-tio-

even in time of scarcity, so that
they form a temptation to monopoly and
conspiracies to control domestic prices;
that they are much in excess of the dif-
ference in cost of production here and
abroad, and that they should be reduced
to a point which accords with the prin-
ciple.

The findings of the board show that !n
this industry the actual manufacturing
cost, aside from the question of the cost
of materials, is much higher in this coun
try than it is abroad; that in the making
of yarn and eloth the domestic woolen of
worsted manufacturer has in guneral no
advantage in the form of superior ma-
chinery or more efficient labor to offset
the higher wag- paid in this country.
The findings show that the cost of turn-
ing wool into yarn in this country Is
about double that in the leading compet-
ing country, and that the cost of turning
yarn into cloth is somewhat more than
double. Under the protective policy a
great industry, involving the welfare of
hundreds of thousands of people, has
been established despite these handicaps.

in recommending revision and reduc-
tion I therefore urge that notion be taken
with these facts in mind, to the end that
an important and established industry
may not be Jeopardized.

The tariff board reports that no equit-
able method has been found to levy pure-
ly specifilic duties on woolen and worsted
fabrics and that excepting for a compen-
satory duty, the rate must be ad valorem
on such manufacturers. It is important
to realize, however, that no Hat ad valo-
rem rate on such fabrics can be made to
work fairly and effective. Any single
rate which is high enough to equalize the
difference in manufacturing cost at home
and abroad on highly finished goods In-
volving such labor would be prohibitory
on cheaper goods, in which the labor cost
Is a smaller proportion of the total value.
Conversely, a rate only adequate to
equalize this difference on cheaper goods
would remove protection from the fine
goods manufacture, the increase in which
lias been one of the striking features of
the trade development in recent ye:;rs. I
therefore recommend that in any revision
the Importance of a graduated scale of ad
valorem duties on clo.ths be carefully con-
sidered and applied.

1 venture to say that no legislative
body has ever had presented to it a more
complete and exhaustive report than this
on so difficult and complicated a subject
as the relative custs of wool and woolens
the world over. It is the monument to
the thoroughness, industry, impartiality
and accuracy of the men engaged in itsmaking. They were chosen from both
political parties but have allowed no, par-
tisan spirit to prompt or control their
Inquiries. They are unanimous In their
findings. I feel sure that after the report
has been printed and studied the value,
of such a compendium of exnet knowl-
edge in respect to this schedule of the
tariff will convince ail of the wisdom of
malting atich a board permanent in order
that it may treat each schedule of the
tariff as it has treated this, and then
keep its bureau of Information up to date
with current changes in the economic
world.

It is no part of the function of tho
tariff board to propose rates of dutv.
Their function is merely to present find-
ings of fact on which rates of duty may
be fairly determined nl tho light of ade-
quate knowledge in accordance with the
economic policy to be followed. This is
what the present report does.

The findings of fact by the board show
ample reason for the revision downward
of schedule K in accord with the pro-
tective principle, and present the data
as to relative costs and prices from which
may be determined what rates will fairly
equalize the difference in production
costs. I recommend that such revision
be proceeded with at once.

(Signed) WILLIAM H. TAFT.
The White House, Dec. 20, 1911.

Washington, D. C. The message of
President Taft transmitting the report
of the tariff board on schedule K was
delivered to the house and senate
Wednesday. The message follows:
Tn tho Senate and House of Representa-

tives:
In my annual message to Congress,

December. 190s, I slated that under sec-
tion of the act at August 6, 1909. I had
appointed a tariff board of three mem-
bers to with the State De-
partment In the administration of the
maximum and minimum clause of that
act. to make a glossary or encyclopedia
of the existing tariff so, as to render its
terms intelligible to the ordinary reader,
and then to investigate industrial condi-
tions and costs of production at home
and abroad with a view to determining
to what extent existing tariff rates actu-
ally exemplify the protective principle,
viz.: That duties should be made

and only adequate, to equalize the
difference In cost of production at home
and abroad.

I further stated that I believed these
investigations would be of great value as
a basis for accurate legislation, and thai
I should from time to time recommend to
Congress the revision of certain sched-
ules in accordance with the finding of the
board.

Tn the last session of the Sixty-fir- st

Congress a bill creating a permanent tar-
iff board of five members, of whom not
more than three should be of the same
political party, passed each house, but
failed of enactment because of slight dif-
ferences on which agreement was not
reached before adjournment. An appro-
priation act provided that the permanent
tariff board, if created by statute, should
report to Congress on schedule K in De-
cember, 1911.

Therefore, to carry out so, far as lay
within my power the purposes of this
bill for a permanent tariff board. I ap-
pointed in March. 1911. a board of five,
adding two members of such party affil-
iation as would have fulfilled the statu-
tory requirements, and directed them to
make a report to me on schedule K 01
the tariff act in December of this year.

In my message of August 17, 1911. ac-
companying the veto of the wool bill, I
said that, In my Judgment, schedule K
should be revised and the rates reduced.
My veto was based on the ground that,
since the tariff board weuld make, in
December, a, detailed report on wool and
wool manufactures, with special refer-
ence to the relation of the existing rates
of duties to relative costs here and
abroad, public policy and a fair regard
to the interests of the producers and the
manufacturers on the one hand, and of
the consumers on the other, demanded
that legislation should not be hastily en-
acted tn the absence of such Information:
that I was not myself possessed at that
time of adequate knowledge of the facts
to determine whether or not the proposed
act was in accord with my pledge to sup-
port a fair and reasonable protective pol-
icy, and that such legislation might
prove only temporary and inflict upon a
great industry the evils of continued un-
certainty.

I now herewith submit a report nS the
tariff hoard on schedule K. The board is
unanimous in Its findings. On the basis
of these findings, I now recommend that
the Congress proceed to a consideration
of this schedule with a view to its re-
vision and a general reduction of its
rates.

The report shows that the present
method of assessing the duty on raw
wool: this is. by a specific rale on the
grease pound, 1. e.. unscoured. operates
so to exclude wools on high shrinkage tn
scouring but fine quality from the Amer-
ican market, and thereby lessens the
range of wools available to the domestic
manufacturer; that the duty on scoured
wool of 33 cents per pound Is prohib-
itory and' operates to exclude the impor-
tation of clean, low priced foreign wools
of inferior grades, which are nevertheless
valuable material for manufacturing, and
which can not be imported in the grease
because of their heavy shrinkage. Such
wools, if imported, might be used to dis-
place the cheap substitutes now in use.

To make the preceding paragraph a lit-
tle plainer, take the instance of a hun-
dred pounds of first-cla- wool Imported
under the present duty, which is 11
cents a pound. That would make the
duty on the hundred pounds $11.00. The
merchantable part of the wool thus im-
ported is the weight of the wool of this
hundred pounds after scouring, if the
wool shrinks 60 per cent, as some wools
do. then the duty in such a ease would
amount to $11.00 on 20 pounds of scoured
wool. This, of course, would be prahib-ltoi-

If the wool shrinks only 50 per
cent it would be $11.00 on 50 pounds of
wool, and this is near to the average of
the great bulk of wools that are Imported
from Australia, which is the principal
source of our imported wools.

These discriminations could be over-
come by assessing a duty in ad valorem
terms, but this method Is open to the
objection, first, that It Increases admin-lafrati-

difficulties and tends to de-
crease revenue through undervaluation;
and, second, that as prices advance, the
ad valorem rate increases the duty per
pound at. the time when the consumer
most needs relief and the producer can
best stand competition; while if prices
decline the duty is decreased at the time
when the consumer Is least burdened by
the price and the producer most needs
DrotecMon.

Another method is to assess a specific
duty on grease wool in terms of its
secured content. This obviates the chief
evil of the present system, namely, tile
discrimination due to different shrink-
ages, and thereby tends greatly to equal-
ize the duty. The board reports that this
method Is feasible In practice and could
be administered without great expense.
Tho scoured content of tho wool is the
basis on which users of wool make their
calcaulatlons, and a duty of this kind
would lit tho usages of the trade. One
effect of this method of assessment would
be that, regardless of the rate of duty,
there would be an increase in the supply
and variety of wool by making available'
to tho American market wools of both
low and fine duality now excluded.

The report shows In detail the difficul-
ties Involved In attempting to state in
categorical terms the cost of wool pro-
duction and the great difference in cost
as between different region and different
typrs of wool. It is found, however, that
taking all varieties In account, the aver-
age cost of production for the whole
American clip is higher than the cost in

"At Wemyss, a Curious New Year Game, Known
as Yettlins, Has Been Played Since Time Im-

memorial."

pleting the third round the company halt at
the door and each person proceeds in a rough
rhyme, more or less extemporized, to extol the
hospitality of the owner of the house, upon
which all are regaled with bread and butter,
cheese and whisky. But the strange perform-
ance has an equally curious sequel. Before
leaving the house one of the visitors, having
solemnly burned the breast part of the skin of
a sheep, puts it to the nose of everyone that
he or she may smell it. There Is no difficulty
In doing so! It may not be nice, but as a pro-

tection against witchcraft It Is Infallible. It Is
also said to protect from infection. ,

In Carlisle yes, I know Carlisle Is not In
Scotland, but it is so close to the border that
I am not traveling very wide of my subject in
mentioning a custom there. In Carlisle for
weeks before the New Year householders are
serenaded by boys who seek to entertain them
with an odd mixture of the comic and the re-

ligious, generally winding up with a refrain
after this fashion:

"If you cannot spare a penny;
You can spare a halfpenny;
And if you haven't a halfpenny,
God bless you."

The poetry halts badly, but the concluding
sentiment is excellent.

In Elginshire and some other parts In the
north there was a curious ditty called "The
Thiggars' Chant," which was sung by a band
of young persons who visited a number of
houses on New Year's Day. It begins:

"The guid New Year is noo begun,
Besouthen, besoutheh.
An' a' the beggars begin to run,
An' awa' by southern toon."

The guidwife is appealed to "be nae swelr" to
deal her "fordels to the pulr," and she la also
warned that if she has plenty and will not give
anything "the dell will get ye when ye dee."
Even were she disinclined to be generous such
a therat would, of course, compel hospitality.
The party is Invited to enter:

"Come in, come ben, you're welcome here,
Besouthen, besouthen;
Ye'll get a share o' oor New Year cheer,
An' away' by southern toon."

"Not Because He Objected to Mirth and
Joviality in Themselves."

they were able to get hold of. One of them
announced himself thus:

"Galashan, Galashan,
Galashan Is my name.

Sword and buckler by my side,
I hope to win the game."

To which another promptly and fiercely re-

torted:
"The game, sir, the game, sir,
Is not within your power;
I'll cut you down in inches
In less than half an hour."

A terrific battle ensued, and at last one of the
performers was "cut down." A doctor was
called for, and there entered a boy clad in a
dark suit and a battered tall hat, carrying a
bag supposed to contain the Implements of his
profession. He announced himself as:

"Dr. Brown,
The very best doctor in all the town."

After a number of antics, including ths comic
administration of pills from a huge box, the
"dead man" was restored to life. Then "Bes-

sie" went round with a money-box- .

It Is customary in Scotland to "sit out" the
old year. In the towns the custom dates from
time immemorial, but in the country it was
long considered unlucky to be out of bed when
the new year was ushered in. Early in the
evening the children were washed and put to
bed. An oat cake, known as a bannock, was
baked for each, and great care had to be taken
In the process of baking, for a child whose
bannock was broken while being fired would
not survive the following year. At half-pas- t

eleven the seniors went to bed, but before
retiring they covered the fire and carefully
swept up the hearth, carrying out of the house
every particle of ash. An anxious eye was kept
on the fire, however, for to have allowed It to
expire before the new year began would have
been unlucky.

But It was different In the towns. Then, as
now, the streets were crowded at twelve
o'clock at night on Hogmanay. It has been
said that a generation ago the streets were

"A Child Whose Bannock Was Broken While
It Was Being Fired Would Not Survive
the Following Yeor."

"Immediately the clock strikes 12 everybody
rushes off to be 'first-foo- t' to some of his
friends."

Prince George Is Ten Years Old.
London, England Prince George,

the fourth sou of the king and queen,
entered upon his tenth year Tuesday,
and was the recipient of many pies-out- a

from his royal relatives. During
the absence of their parents in India,
Prince George and his brother and
sister are staying with their grand-
mother, Queen Alexandra, at Sand-ritigha-

where all are looking for-
ward to a joyous Christmas.

dicates the nature of the place, for Skelleys la
an old Scots word used to describe a stretchsons and daughters who have gone forth to

the battle of life return to the old home and

Rptes Are Suspended.
Washington, D. C. Advances in

rates on grain and grain products over
tho Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
railroad and 15 other railroads oper-
ating in central and southern terri-
tory, which were to have become ef-

fective December 20, were suspended
until April 20, by the interstate com-
merce commission Tuesday.

Negro Slayer Saved From Mob.
Chillicothe, lo. A mob of two

hundred armed men searched the city

of flat rocks of a shelving formation. The
course, if such it can be called, is about a mile

1n length, and is over the rocks all the way. At each
end la a goal marked by a huge boulder. The yettlins,
which give their name to the game, are balls of cast iron,
about two and one-hal- f inches In diameter and weighing
about a pound and a half. Each player has a ball, and
the object of the game Is by repeated throws to cover
the distance between tho goals. The one who reaches
the goal in fewest throws scores a "hall," and a certain
number of hails constitute a game. The yettlin goes
at immense speed when It is thrown, and tho delivery is
pretty high.

Another very remarkable local custom connected
with the New Year is the burning of the clavie. It takes
place in the little village of Burghead, on the southern
Bhore of the Moray Firth, a few miles north of Elgin,
and is quite unique. The ceremony is held invariably on
New Year's eve old style. The clavie, which is built ac-

cording to regulations rigidly fixed by ancient custom,
consists of half an archangel tar barrel supported on
a stout pole. It Is packed with wood, which is piled up
a foot above the brim, after which tar is poured over
It copiously. Into a space which has been left In the
center a piece of turf Is put, it being imperative that no
match should be employed. While the flame Is gather-
ing strength the crowd gives three cheers for the king,
the provost, the town, the harbor and the railway. Then
a stalwart fisherman seizes the blazing clavie and car-
ries it off. As soon as he reaches the junction of two
streets he is relieved, and in this way the clavie is car-
ried round the town. At every street corner the bearer
Is changed. There is keen competition for the honor of
carn-to- the clavie, but It is no light task. Not only is
It a heavy burden, but the bearer runs some risk of be-l- n

scalded b the boiling tar which bubbles and drops.
Moreover, it is imperative on the bearer to run, In spite
of the fact that a stumble implies his own death dur-
ing the year and misfortune to the town.

the old hearth; when ancient feuds are healed;
when friends abroad are remembered with love
and friends at home entertained. It Is a spirit of gener-

ous hospitality which, as the year draws to a close, leads

the guidman and the guidwife to lay in their kebbuck
(a cheese), and a stock of shortbread, currant bun and

other Indigestible luxuries.
The first and, in most parts of Scotland, the greatest

of the Daft Days was Hogmanay. Lexicographers have
puzzled greatly over this term, and many guesses have
heen made as to Its derivation and origin. It is said by

some to come from the Scandinavian hoggu-not- t, hoge-nat- ,

or hogg-nlgh- while others, perhaps the majority,
hold that It comes from the French. The opening words

of an old Scots' ditty, "Hogmanay, Trolloday," are sup-

posed to be a coruptlon of Homme est ne Trois Rols la.

And Hogmanay is also said to be derived from Au gul

menez! a cry used by boys and girls in some parts of

France when visiting houses on the last day of the year.

Jameson, the great authority on the Scots language, gives

a big selection of derivations, and a writer who quotes

several observes very ingenuously that "the reader may

select for himself that which he considers the most prob-

able."
It used to be customary in Scotland, and Is still in

some places, for bands of children to visit the houses

of the well-to-d- on the last day of the year for the pur-

pose of receiving a "Hogmanay piece." The "piece" con-

sists sometimes of oatmeal cake and cheese, but more
frequently of richer dainties such as shortbread. It is

not regarded by either givers or recipients as a dole;

tt is a hospitable gift hi recognition of the season.

Rhymes are recited by the children, but these vary in

different localities. One which is still In use in Aber-

deenshire and the north of Scotland runs thus:

"Get up) guidwife, an' shak' your feathers.
An' dlnna think that we are beggars;
For we are bairns come oot to play;

Get up an' gle's oor Hogmanay."

Twelve strikes, and the bells are tolling,
For the dying year is dead.

With Its failures and successes,
The old year has swiftly sped.

Hark! the bells are chiming, chiming
A peal for the dawning year.

Hope, with bright wings, rainbow tinted,
Softly whispers In ounear:

"Give the new-bor- n year a greeting,
Pray that we may act aright;

Helping others, and for others

for several hours in an effort to cap-
ture Gordon Kyles, a negro who
stabbed to death John Watts, a whita
man, in front of his home on East
Third street. Kyles was arrested an-'-

lodged in the county jail.

Better Half Than None, In the Trusts's Hands.
"Ma, do cows and bees

heaven?"
go toIn life's battle let us fight."

May the New Year bring a blessing
On all men, afar and near;

Peace, and Love, and Hope be with
In the dawning, glad New Year.

R. A. Lea.

Why?"
" 'Cause if they don't, the milk and

honey the preacher said was up there
must be all canned stuff" San Fran-
cisco Examiner.

At a dinner party the other night,
a handsome young physician had been
particularly bringht and entertaining.
As the ladies were leaving the table,
cigars were passed around all accept-
ed by all the male guests with the
exception of the doctor.
j "What don't you smoke, doctor?"
he asked. "Why, my dear man, you
lose half your dinner by refusing."

"I know that," replied the abstem-Inou- s

scientist, "but if I did smoke,
I'd lose all of It. Please excuse me."

Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Gets It Firsthand.
"Does your course of home reading

include the profane authors?"
"No, I don't need 'em, I belong to

a golf club." Cleveland Plain Dealer.Use of Time.
"I saved ten minutes a day at lunch

for twenty years."
"What of it?"
"Oh, it wt.s well that I saved all this

time, for now I spend two hours dally
In the anteroom of a dyspepsia

So Annoying.
The First Chauffeur: "I ran over

another baby this morning."
The Second Chauqeur: "Phew!

That was unlucky!"
The First Chauffeur: "Yes, rotten!

Their darned feedin' bottles cut the
tiros up 90 !" Sketch.

His Suspicions Aroused.
"John, do you love your little wife?"
"Yes."
"Do you love me very much?"
"Oh, yes."
"Will you alwayB love me?"
"Yes say, woman, what hove you

gone and ordered sent home now?"

batiste ruffle being nervously rolled
and unrolled by a thumb and finger,
while a pair of eyes are downcast and
a timid mouth makes bold to ask for
an extra three a week.

"We find them very useful," replied
a cute thing with the fingers of one
hand tucked Into her apron pocket,
answering the visitor's query as to
why they wore them. "I think it is
Just a coincide ace that so many of us
in the office happen to be engaged."

But the visitor didn't think so. She
knew it wag those aprons.

est of waists with a businesslike but-

ton; others are tied In fluttery bows.
None of them ia gathered onto the
waistband all fit snugly around the
belt in a manner to adorn.

There is something about an apron
that suggests homeyness, as well as
coquetry. The psychological effect of
nn apron in an office can scarcely be
measured. It is not the young man
solely who is affected by the apron.

The most grouchy senior partner can
be propitiated Into all sorts of salary-

-raising folly by the sight of a

products of the place upon their neat
skirts and blouses. But they are also
worn by the girls in the office build-
ing, where the musslest thing they
have to touch, apparently. Is a type-
writer or box of filing cards. Maybe
they have taken the cue from their
sisters In the factory building, for all
of them sport aprons of the fetch-Inge-

pattern. Some of these cute
affairs are but the merest? square of
doUed bwIss and lace. Some are
touched with ribbon. Some have lit
tie near-bib- Some clasp the small

APRONS ARE VERY FETCHING,

Wise Young Girls Realize That They
Suggest Homeyness as Well

as Coquetry.

Foxy little girls who know the
of an apron! Over In

Jreey City (here is a big factory and

beside It an equally big office bulldlug

connected with the same. Now, when

the girls In the factory wear the

iiprons, you attribute it to the likell-bm-

of their getting some of tho

Pittsburg Post.Pessimistic.
"Papa, is there such a thing as a

reform cooking Bchool?"
"I doubt It. Johnny; if there is, tt

hasn't any pupils."

Mamma Hookworm: "Willie, yoa
orvmo riebt hove nnri trat ..I,,iv,.wl I

A husband's Rights.
According to a Missouri court, a

husband has a perfect right to spank
his wife. Sure, and he has a perfect
rgiht to pull a lion's whiskers if he
(eels like it. los Angeles Examiner.

saw you so dirty. You've been eating
IhrAncli hn nanAa . , (' !,.. At

timony, haven't you?" Puck.


